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G E N E R A L 
M A N A G E R

E R I C 
H A L F M A N N

YO U ’ R E  H O L D I N G  a piece of history in your hands.
Eighty years ago this month—July 1, 1944—the 

inaugural issue of the publication that would 
become Texas Co-op Power announced in bold type 
that “The Baby Is Born.” 

Issue No. 1 marked “a distinct milestone in the 
progress to completely electrify rural Texas,” the 
broadsheet announced. “The more the public knows 
about [electric] cooperatives, how they function, 
why they function and what they are accomplishing 
and the service they are rendering directly to rural 
people and rural institutions and indirectly to urban 
people and urban institutions, the more friends and 
supporters they will have.”

I couldn’t have said it better myself.
Texas Co-op Power looks a whole lot different than 

it did in 1944, but the mission is still the same.
For nearly as long as our cooperative has existed, 

TCP has helped us reach you, our members, with 
important news and information. The safety and 
energy efficiency tips that we publish in these pages 
are a crucial part of our mission to keep our commu-
nity safe and thriving.

The feature stories about Texas’ people, places  
and food; the history columns; essays; and reader- 
submitted content aim to entertain, enlighten and 
maybe even inspire. It’s all part of a tradition that 
started eight decades ago, not long after Karnes Elec-
tric Cooperative was founded. 

Long before Facebook and Instagram and well 
before our website, this magazine served as an 
important communications vehicle for our commu-
nity, and Texas Co-op Power remains a vital tool.

You see, ever since Karnes EC was built by farm-
ers, ranchers and their neighbors back in 1938, we 
have remained a local business serving local people. 
We’re proud of that distinction.

When you call the office or come by to pay your 
bill, you’ll speak to one of your neighbors. And the 
money you pay for electricity is invested in your 
local utility—not lining anyone’s pockets. All the 
folks on the board of directors, they’re members too.

You can feel good about investing in us because 
we’re invested in our community. Texas Co-op Power 
helps us keep it that way.

Thanks for reading along with us. D

Co-op Power’s 
Golden Years

The time for hurricane  
planning should begin well 
before a hurricane arrives. 
Follow these tips:

Develop a plan for installing 
covers for windows.

Don’t waste time taping 
windows. When a 100 mph 
wind blows an object at your 
window, tape won’t stop it.

Remove weak and dead trees 
and tree limbs.

Know whether your home is in 
a zone that could be flooded.

Have a “grab and run” bag 
ready with important papers 
(like your homeowner’s 
insurance policy) and 
prescription medicines in the 
event you have to evacuate.

Have a plan for where you will 
go if you evacuate, the route 
you will take and how others 
can contact you.

Have a survival kit ready with 
nonperishable food, water, a 
first-aid kit, a battery-powered 
radio and extra batteries.

Karnes EC encourages you  
to always practice safety.
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Don’t  
Blow Off 
Hurricanes
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